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Introduction
The United States of America's government is made up of three major arms; the legislative, the judiciary, and the executive. The three arms of the government share power amongst themselves, and federalism further divides power between the state and national government. The government is divided into three distinct arms so that there can be sharing of power- the government avoids concentrating on power to a single arm (The Texas Constitution, p. 2, 2017). Through such distribution of power amongst the three different arms of the government, the government ensures that the political values of the government and individual rights are protected. The division of power does not stop at the national government but also is continued in the state government. 
The Texas Legislative Branch
The Texas Legislative branch is the core law-making body within the state. The branch passes laws that might range from putting on a helmet while cycling a motorcycle on the road to wrapping up firearms while on transit, proper allocation of funds within the state, and requiring administration of childhood vaccinations for school-aged kids. Just like the United States Congress, the Texas Legislative body is divided into two and contains the House of Representatives and Senate (The Texas Constitution, p. 1, 2017). Members making up the Texas House serve for two years, whereas those from the Texas Senate serve for four years. 
The Texas Executive Branch
The Texas Executive branch is composed of six officials who are elected and one who is appointed- together, and they are referred to as plural executive. The elected officials making up the plural executives are the Governor, Attorney General, Agriculture Commissioner, Land Commissioner, Comptroller of Public Accounts, and Lieutenant Governor (The Texas Constitution, p. 3, 2017). The Secretary of State is the seventh member who is appointed by the governor.  There has been a decline in ticket-splitting by the Texas voters during the late 20th century. One party has dominated the election of the members of the Texas plural executives since 2000- the Republican Party has dominated. But, this does not essentially mean that there will be cohesion amongst the plural executive. Since there are separate elections, a political climate is promoted whereby members of the same party do not directly depend on each other for re-election. Thus, the politicians tend to appeal to the voters rather than to the party that sponsored them or the fellow office seekers and officeholders. The members who elected to make up the Texas plural executives are selected by the voters within the state separately, meaning that the voters are free to select a leader of their own choice to fill occupy in the different executive offices. 
The Texas Judiciary
The Texas State has a bifurcated high court system- it divides the judicial power between two high courts where one is allocated to address civil law while the second one addresses criminal law. In the state, the bifurcated high court system is composed of one state Court of Criminal Appeals and one state Supreme Court. The Texas Supreme Court deals with civil matters, whereas the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals deals with criminal issues. The two courts have appellate jurisdiction, and following their spheres, they are considered to be the highest courts of last resort in the state (The Texas Constitution, p. 3, 2017). 


A Contemporary Political Problem
Electoral College
Should the Electoral College be abolished? The Electoral College has been branded by many people as a tool that ensures minority rule rather than the tyranny of the majority.  The Electoral College (EC) is comprised of 538 electors. For one to win, he or she has to have a minimum of 270 electoral votes (U.S. Electoral College, p.1, 2019). The state's electors are chosen through a two-part process. First, potential electors are selected by the political parties in each state sometime back before the general election. Secondly, on Election Day, the voters from each state select their state's Electors by casting ballots for the President. 
The National Bureau of Economic Research looked at the results of all presidential elections conducted from 1836 up to 2016 and found out that on average that the popular vote winner should lose the Electoral College more than a third of the time in an election decided by the voters. Thus, it could be argued that presidential elections do not represent the will of many Americans. Presidential candidates should be declared winners of the hotly-contested seat following based on who has garnered many votes. The presidential elections should not be based on the number of Electoral College that one has a lead. The Electoral College (EC) does not represent the will of the US citizens since it has been found out that many are the times when a presidential candidate leads in the popular vote and drags behind in the Electoral College votes.
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